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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


The following report of the expenditures of the town of Pitts- 
_ field for the year ending March 1, 1890, is respectfully submitted : 


SEWERS. 

Paid P. S. Elliott, Main street, 200 feet, $26.40 
C. M. Bailey, for pipe, 89.98 
T. W. Nutter, labor and brick, 0.00 

Received for Sewer tax, 

SIDEWALKS. 

Paid E. S. George & Co., $787.40 
S. J. Winslow, plank for river road, 52.60 
W.G. Rollins, labor on ‘ + 1.80 
L. W. Munsey, ‘ Ny vi 1.50 
Wm. E. Parshley, ‘* vig i 3.08 
P. S. Elliott, sf 4 a) 3.00 


Received and due from abuttors, 


STREET LIGHTS. 


Paid Abram French & Co., (1888) $39.11 
John A. Walker, jr., balance for 1888, 6.05 
N. M. Batchelder, (1888) 17.69 

Paid E. C. Hanson, lighting streets per 
contract, $421.65 
E. C. Hanson, for supplies, 17.75 
M. H. Nutter, for lamps, 3.02 
Globe Gas Light Co., for 4 lanterns, 16.50 
C. M. Bailey, repairing lanterns, 4.65 

J. G. L. Smith, labor on posts and lJan- 
terns, 1.90 


A. H. Young, labor on posts and lanterns, 7.47 


$121.88 
291.32 


$849.38 
267.05 


$62.85 


$472.94 


4 
TOWN OFFICERS. 


Paid J. A. Walker, balance for services,’88, $19.00 


Wm. G. French, = s 2 15.00 
C. W. Bennett, st A. si 22.00 
W. W. Walker, services as Supervisor, 14.00 
J. G. L. Smith, a at 14.00 
C. H. Drew, 2d, 4° Police, ’88, 6.00 
Es “ ‘hae OO, ve (keOU 
J. G. L. Smith, ts ye 25.00 
Thomas Sargent, rs he 25.00 
Charles Bunker, ‘¢ special Police, 5.00 
C. A. Bagley, services as Special Police, 
night watch during fair, 8.00 
G. W. Rines, services as Special Police, 
night watch during fair, 8.00 
Geo. D. Brown, services as Special Police, 
night watch during fair, 8.00 
David S. Green, services as Special Police, 

_ night watch during fair, 8.06 
P. S. Elliott, services as Selectman, 148.00 
A. H. Young, he te 118.35 
F. W. Blake, a ae 132.00 


F. D. Osgood, ‘¢ ~~ Town Clerk, 75.00 
F. E. Randall, ‘¢ B’d of Education,50.00 


EK. L. Carr, é ts 50.00 
James Griffin, bi . 50.00 
George F. Berry, ‘‘ ‘Treasurer, 75.00 
Elliott & Young, ‘** Overseers of Poor,50.00 
V. A. Grant, ‘¢ Collector, 175.00 


P. S. Elliott, ‘¢ Health Officer, 10.00 


DOG DAMAGE. 


S. S. Jenness, sheep killed, $ 5.00 
DK Swett cere eee 6.00 
J. Harvey, 3 Pe 3.50 
G; ik. ‘Drake, | 4"5 ss 20.00 
C. H. Drew, hens oe 1.00 


$1130.35 


C. S. Tilton, hens killed, $1.00 
C.D. Berry, sheep ‘ 0.00 
G. W. Foss, ‘ ce 6.00 
C.M. Green, ‘ “¢ 10.50 
T. J. Maxfield, ‘* he 12.00 
Wm. E. Parshley, poultry killed, 4.00 
TOWN POOR. 

Paid S. C. Bennett, for wood furnished Mrs. 
N. Lock, $ 3.00 

D. Hill, for wood furnished Mrs. N. 
Lock, 2.00 

F. F. Hill, wood furnished Mrs. N. 
Lock, 2.00 


. E. Cummings, medical attendance for 


Mrs. N. Lock, 24.00 
N. M. Batchelder, supplies furnished Mrs. 
N. Lock, 24.59 
DEPENDENT SOLDIERS. 
Paid Levi Clark, for medical attendance for 
family of A. G. H. Ring, 1888, $129.15 
N. M. Batchelder, supplies furnished 
family of A. G. H. Ring, 12.00 
COUNTY EXPENSES. 

For John Daly, $56.48 
Family of N. Way, 29.60 
Kate Sayes, 30.00 
Isaac Collins, 20.14 
Fred Jones, 9510 
C. H. Reynolds, 69.01 
Mrs. John Tasker, 247.96 
Emma Haskell, 35.00 
Eliza Cormier, 56.90 
Transient, 136.35 


$74.00 


$55.59 


$141.15 


$690.54 
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DEPENDENT SOLDIERS AND THEIR FAMILIES. 


For Eva Jones, $117.79 
A. D. Powell, 35.00 
John B. Brock, 36.00 
Lewis Jones, 45.90 
Ethel Brock, 78.00 
C. H. Buckman, 196.00 
Strafford county, John Dorway, 154.00 
Wm. Lake, rent for Dorway, 15.00 


FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


Paid Pittsfield Aqueduct Co., rent of hydrants,$945.00 
J. E. Ring, for drawing apparatus trom 


$677.69 


Bakery fire, 1.00 
A. J. Ranlet, for watching at Bakery fire, 2.00 
A. J. Griffin, Ny a 2.00 
L. A. Sherburne, °* 2.00 
Wn. G. French, jr., for keeping fire at 

engine house, (bill of 1888) 45.00 
E. C. Hanson, for keeping fire at engine 

house, 22.00 


C. H. Lane, Treasurer Babcock Co., 45.00 


F. W. Adams, Clerk Hook & Ladder Co.,75.00 
W.E. Joy, Clerk Torrent Hose Co., 390.00 
A. L. Page, Clerk Fire Wards, 53.50 
F. H. Batchelder, Steward Fire Dep’t., 18.75 
C. M. Bailey, coal and supplies, 16.68 
J. Hinman, repairs on Babcock, | 10.00 
E. B. Ring, supplies, 15.09 
H. W. Bachelder, labor on Babcock, 2.15 
A. S. Heath, freight on hose, 3.44 
C. E. West, watching tire at C.B.Prescott’s,1.60 
H. L. Hill, 4 3 1.00 
G. W. Munsey, °° oy 1.00 
L. W.’Munsey, ‘*° de 1.00 
J. W. Dow WN ss 2.09 
E. C. Weiter. ee gs 2.00 


$1658.36 
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BREAKING ROADS. 


Paid D. P. Lock, (1888) $12.53 - 
J. T. Harvey, 4.05 
D. O. True, 1.28 
George W. Foss, 7.05 
E. C. Emerson, 3.85 
T. J. Maxfield, 3.04 
M. M. Sanders, 90 
C. D. Berry, 1.50 

. J. P. Watson, 4.80 
F. E. Cram, 15.75 
R. A. Davis, 20.938 
William G. French, jr., 15.17 
J. E. Shaw, 2.31 
D. Watson, 2d, 4.05 
D. Hill, (1888) 8.50 
A. J. Gray, 1.80 
W.E. Joy, 6.30 
George E. Drake, 5.32 
Joseph Parks, 5.50 

— $125.13 
REPAIRING HIGHWAYS. 

Paid F. E. Cram, road agent, $2090.59 
T. J. Maxfield, District No. 1, 36.86 
D. O. True, ze 25 39.70 
G. W. Foss, . 3, 25.25 
William Shaw, es 4, 40.50 
Worthen Perkins, $F oy 18.00 
Wm. H. Tebbetts, ‘ 6, 116.60 
Geo. E. Drake, + as 40.52 
F. C. Ring, s 8, 12.44 
R. A. Davis and G. F. Richardson, Dis- 

trict No. 9, 78.75 
A. H. Young and A. P. James, District 

No. 10, 166.50 
C. F. Watson, District No. 10, 1.00 
G. W. Johnson, 6 11, 7.32 


R.'T. Leavitt, jr.,  ‘* 12 and 13, 53.05 
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Paid C. C. Sargent, District No. 15, $54.65 
C. D. Berry, 16, 14.90 
E. C. Emerson, Ks Wee 50.09 
J. A. Barton, ot 19, 25.05 
Fiske, Coleman & Co., pipe for culverts, 63.20 
Concord R, R., freight, olga. 
E. S. George, grading, 54.50 
J. N. Carr, bridge plank, 3.19-. 
S.J. Winslow, i 33.67 
French & Joy, 3 92.83 
Evans & Page, bf (bill of 88) 2.24 
A. H. Young, labor on highways, 126.04 
E. B. Ring, tools and supplies, 71.91 
W. E. Parshley, labor, 2.70 
Griffin & Maxfield, lumber for rails and 

labor, 30.35 
H. W. Batchelder, iron work, .65 
J. C. McIntosh, bill of 1888, 6.90 
E. C. Willard, a 1.70 
Lewis Bishop, me 4.95 


— $3376.36 
CURRENT EXPENSES. 


Paid Wm. B. Hartwell, lumber, (bill of 88) $4.90 


G. A. Hill, burying horse, yy 3.00 
Levi Clark, reporting births and deaths, 

(bill of ’88) 1.50 
D. K. Foster, surveying, (bill of ’88) 7.00 
J. A. Goss, interest on notes, ‘¢ 100.00 
David Hill, supplies, aS 9.03 
G. W. Lane, perambulating Chichester 

line, (bill of ’88) 2.50 
Chase & Streeter, retainer and advice, 

‘(bill of ’88) 1€.00 
D. K. Foster, books furnished poor 

children, (bill of ’88), 20.83 
A. B. Come, labor in Town Hall, (’88) 3.00 
Concord R, R., freight, 8.45 


N. W. Adams, labor on police station, 227.50 


| g 
Paid L. M. Ham, doors for police station, $125.00 


J. G. L. Smith, labor for ‘ 2.70 
B. M. Tilton, blankets for ‘: 6.00 
C. M. Bailey, labor and supplies for 
police. station, DLeee 
F. W. Blake, planks for police station, 2.00 
J. E. Ring, setting glass in es 6.60 


G. W. Lane, perambulating Epsom line, 3.00 
H. A. Dow, examining infected cattle and 


horses, 11.00 
S. L. Clark, damage to wagon, 2.00 
Jacobs Brothers, brand and stamp, 2590 
F. J. Aiken, reporting births and deaths, 4.50 
E. L. Carr, h ai 6.00 
Levi Clark, ne ae A 25 
F. E. Cummings ‘* us 7.75 
John Wheeler, ‘: sf 2.25 
S. G. Lougee, moving safe, 50 
Clapp & Co., drinking fountains, 163.50 
M. H. Nutter, labor on ve 12.49 
C. M. Bailey, stock and labor on foun- 

tains, 24.25 


Geo. F. Berry, insurance on Town Hall, 15.00 
SF vF Fire Appa- 

ratus, 5.00 

KE. A. Lane, insurance on engine house, 10.00 


J. B. Sanborn, record books and blanks, 26.80 


W. W. Gouid, suowing bridge, 220 
F. O. Sanborn, sanding sidewalks, 20.638 
Day & Emerson, printing reports, 39.00 
A. H. Young, flushing sewers, 32.60 
E. W. French, dinners furnished engineers, 3.00 
C. M. Bailey, Jamp and pail, 2.45 
¥. D. Osgood, recording births and deaths, 18.90 
Day & Emerson, printing notices, 13.60 
V. A. Grant, stationery, Rte 
Pittsfield Gas Light Co., 1.22 


P. S. Elliott, cash paid railroad fares and 
postage, 12.50 
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Paid F. W. Blake, recording inventory, 15.06 
Union Block Co., rent of office, 50.00 
F. B. Berry, legal fees, 19.34 
C. H. Drew, care of prisoner, 2.00 
G. W. Rines, expense in criminal case, 9.57 
Thos. Sargent, Bf . 25.55 
J. G. L. Smith, nt oe 57.27 
E. K. Webster, es ae 7.50 
E. A. Lane, fees, state vs. Jones, 4.50 
E. 8. George, *‘ ‘ey criminals, 53.00 
John Bishop, keeping prisoner, 3.00 
F. W. Blake, labor and attending hearing 

before Commissioners, 13.00 
P. S. Elliott, labor and attending hearing 

before Commissioners, 25.05 
Chase & Streeter, fees in hearing before 

Commissioners, 183.85 
Bartlett, Gay & Young, surveying, 96.16 
G. M. Moore, team for surveying, 6.25 
Pittsfield National bank, interest, 90.00 
A. H. Young, attending hearing, 13.75 
L. D. Marston, board of engineers, 33.90 

ABATEMENTS. 
C. S. Frencou’s List, 1888: 
Pittsfield Gas Co., over valuation, $90.00 
Farmers’ Savings bank, not taxable, 22.50 
R. Lovejoy, over valuation, 22.46 
Congregational society, land not owned, 20.76 
Academy Park, 7 30.04 
S. M. Emerson, unable to pay, 5.36 
Poll and other taxes, including dogs, 192.46 


V. A. Grant’s List: 


E. A. Davis, watering tub (two years), $6.00 


E. A. Brown, sf 
J. Harvey, é 
E. F. Ring, 6 


3.00 
3.00 
3.00 


$1753.99 


$388.58 
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J. R. Tucker, watering tub, 3.00 
Hiram Page, “ 3.00 
J. A. Walker, 6 | 3.00 
Sieh) loss of horse and cow, 2.87 
J. C. McIntosh, ts 92 
N. K. Morse, over 70, 1.85 
Austin Maxfield, over valuation, 3.70 
S. M. Emerson, poll exempt, 1.85 
J. Gowatt, over valuation, 74 
oo. B. Trickeys) 3 7t* 1.85 
Polls and dogs, 79.00 
SCHOOLS. 

Paid James Griffin, Treasurer Board of Ed- 
ucation, $3795.49 

James Griffin, Treasurer Board of Ed- 
ucation, (bill of ’87), 12.68 


SPECIAL APPROPRIATIONS. 


Paid F. 8. Cole, for G.A.R., Memorial Day, $50.00 
N.S. Drake, for Academy Park, 400.00 
E. B. Ring, care of town clock, 25.00 
James Griffin, for new schoolhouse, 2400.00 


$116.78 


$3808.17 


$2875.00 


{SOF the above amount $481.41 includes bills of 1888. 


Pes BELO, 


ASU: RRINGHE Selectmen. 


F. W. BLAKE, 


PittsrieLp, March 3, 1890. 
We have examined the books of the Selectmen and find 
them correct, and all orders drawn supported by itemized bills. 


CHARLES M. BAILEY, 
TRUE H. MAXFIELD, 
HENRY W. OSGOOD, 


Auditors. 
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APPROPRIATIONS. 


Town Poor, 
County Tax, 
Fire Department, 
Town Officers, 
Highways, 
Sidewalks, 
Interest on Town Debt, 
Current Expenses, 
Breaking Roads, 
Lighting Streets, 
Railroad Debt, 


$300.00 
2000.00 
1500.00 
1000.00 
2500.00 
200.00 
2500.00 
500.00 
200.00 
500.00 
1000.00 


— $12,500.00 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


In compliance with the Jaw the following report of the 
Treasurer of the Town of Pittsfield, N. H., for the financial year 
ending March 1, 1890, is hereby respectfully submitted : 


RECEIPTS. 
Balance from Treasurer, year 1888, $230.72 
P. S. Elliott, billiard licenses, 62.50 
te a Weston Guards, rent 1887-8, 20 00 
4 Ky 72 a; Merl S80, 25.00 
Ke ‘¢ State insurance tax, 30.25 
- aS ‘¢ railroad tax, 448.80 
as e¢ ‘© literary fund, 399.49 
de aS ‘s savings bank tax, 3949.59 
Ee ‘¢ police court fines, 17.00 
ve ‘+ Strafford Co. dependent soldiers, 169.00 
4 ss.) Merrimack Co.’ ** ae 308.69 
os es ne ‘* pauper support, 701.04 
Walter E. Joy, collector for year 1887, 223.54 
Charles S. French, collector for year 1888, 2630.04 
F. W. Blake, sale of planks, 1.00 
A. H. Young, show license, 5.00 
Victor A. Grant, collector for year 1889, 18492.68 
ae Re, ‘¢ = sewer tax, 263,07 
ce BF ‘+ concrete tax, 244,25 


— $28,056.66 
EXPENDITURES FOR YEAR 1888. 


Paid orders of Selectmen Walker, French and 
Bennett and not included in Town Re- 
port for 1888 of the Treasurer : 
James Griffin and D. K. Foster, school board, $100.00 
Charles S. French, services as collector, 125.00 
és ‘¢ ~~ abatement on taxes 1888, 120.20 
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William G. French, jr., services as selectman, 124.25 


W. E. Joy, abatement on taxes 1887, 100.14 

se 6 town officers, 28.00 

‘¢ 6 breaking roads, 27.90 
James Griffin, treasurer of school board, 221.98 
George M. Moore, current expenses, 17.00 
Charles D. Berry, breaking roads, 13.05 
A. F. Moor, fire department, 7.50 
W. B. Norris, dog damage, 10.00 
H. W. Osgood, for auditors, 6.00 
John T. Brock, abatement, 2.00 
J. P. Morse, “s 1.13 
F. H. Sargent, 4 1.35 
George B. Johnson, police, 2.00 
John H. Bowman, s 2.00 
Joseph Marston, dog damage, 2.00 
George N. Foss, county transient, , 9.00 
Elmore B. Come, ‘° ¢s 1700 
Mrs. R. Hodgdon, county poor, 9.00 


EXPENDITURES FOR YEAR 1889. 
Special appropriations : 
James Griffin, treasurer school board, ac- 


count new building, $2400.00 
N.S. Drake, academy park, 400.00 
F.S. Cole, G. A. R., Post 29, 50.00 
E. B. Ring, care town clock, 25 .00 
SCHOOLS. 
James Griffin, treasurer school board, $3808.17 
State tax, $2805.00 
Merrimack county tax, 2163.55 
COUPONS. 


Coupons No. 13, due January 1, 1889, $177.50 
43 ‘+ 12, due January 1, 1890, 2127.50 


$931.00 


$2875.00 


$3808.17 


$4968.55 


$2305.00 
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Paid orders Selectmen Elliott, Young and 


Blake : 
Account breaking roads, $125.13 
‘* fire department, 1658.36 
‘* dog damage, 74.00 
** lighting streets, 535.79 
we town officers, Ue 
*¢ repairing sidewalks, 849.38 
i: fie highways, 3376.36 
A current expenses and new road, 1561.57 


7 county poor, county transient, coun- 
ty criminals and dependent soldiers, 1549.60 


$11,684.52 


es abatements, 505.36 

‘* town poor, 196.74 

‘© sewers, . 121.88 
ASSETS. 

Cash on hand March 1, 1890, $1484.42 


Due from Walter E. Joy, collector, 1887, 401.87 
ears sho VEAL) Garant. of 1889, 1734.80 
se | ¢* Town of Chichester (in process of 

law) for account Mrs. Nehemiah 


Locke, ecspaiel bays 
LIABILITIES. 

Bonded debt, $50,000.00 
Accrued interest on same, 416.67 
Coupons due January 1, 1890, 372.50 
Note due Pittsfield National Bank, 1000.00 
Accrued interest to March 1, 1890, at 6 per 

cent, 14.17 
Note due Alpheus H. Young, 1000.00 
Accrued interest to March 1, 1890, at 4 per 

cent, 15.00 


Due Eureka Fire Hose Co., April 19, 1890, 301.25 


Less Assets, 
Liability of town March 1, 1890, 


$26,572.94 


$53,119.59 
3,724.20 


$49,395.39 
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Amount of bills for year 1888 paid this year, $1412.41 
Reduction of debt from last year, $933.77 
GEORGE F. BERRY, Treasurer. 
PROPERTY OWNED BY TOWN OF PITTSFIELD. 
310 shares Suncook Valley R. R. non-dividend paying stock 
until January 1,1912. 
Town Hall and lot. 
Engine house and lot. 
Fire Apparatus. 
Sealers Weights and Measures. 
300 feet 6-inch pipe. 
Balance Liquor Agency Stock. 


PitTsFIELD, N. H., March 3, 1890. 
We have examined the books of the Town ‘Treasurer and 
find them correctly and neatly kept and all monies paid out ac- 
counted for by proper vouchers. 
CHARLES M. BAILEY, 
TRUE H. MAXFIELD, - Auditors. 
HENRY W. OSGOOD, 


ao “ 


SCHOOL REPORT. 


The Board of Education for the town of Pittsfield respect- 
fully submits the following report : 

It is a time-honored custom, perhaps more honored in the 
breach than in the observance, to supplement the tabulated state- 
ment required by law with some suggestions relative to school 
matters with a view if possible to awaken in the minds of citizens 
a livelier interest in'the educational interests of their children, to 
stimulate them in the direction of larger sacrifices, and to hes 
them into a closer sympathy with the every day school life of 
those whose future success in life is largely confided to their care. 

The future statesmen, poets, professional men of New Hamp- 
shire, as well as its large mass of intelligent toilers, those who are 
to work out the future social problems of life and elevate the stand- 
ard of our citizenship to a more exalted plane, are now the mem- 
bers of our common schools, laying the foundations of a grand 
career by industrious application, or by apathy and indifference 
making it morally certain that in the order of greatness and in- 
fluence they are to take places in the rear rank when they shall 
pass out of school to take part in the great turmoil of active busi- 
ness life. With these facts in view parents should strive to im- 
press upon their children as the grandest truth in life that while 
there may be a recognized aristocracy of wealth to which com- 
paratively few may hope to attain, and whose results even are 
barren of great happiness, there is a grander aristocracy, that of 
intellect and culture, that lies not beyond the reach of the humblest 
earnest worker whose results to the owner are like an inexhausti- | 
ble ocean of pearls, and whose influence upon others will extend 
throughout unending ages. ‘They should count no personal sacri- 
fice too great to be made in the interest of their children, remem- 
bering that no possible investment of money can furnish dividends 
so large and well guaranteed as money devoted to the education of 
the rising generation. Let us at the least give to all our chil- 
dren such a degree of culture as was suggested by John Milton 
who said, ‘‘I call a complete generous education that which fits a 
man to perform justly, skillfully and magnanimously, all the ot- 
fices, both private aud public, of peace and of war. Let us not 
be satisfied with present advantages but remember that 


‘““New occasions teach new duties, 
Time makes ancient good uncouth. 

They must upward still and onward, 
Who would keep abreast of truth.” 
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NEW HIGH SCHOOL BUILDING. 


After long and anxious waiting for fear some person might 
open their heart and present us with a modern school building, 
the district finally thought it best to provide for their own neces- 
sities and leave to the future the question of an Academy witha 
suitable fund to make it a success. This action was ev idently 
wise, since it provides for our immediate wants and yet in no 
way stands to prevent any liberality on the part of those who feel 
like adding to our educational blessings. A good Academy to 
supplement a high school course would be one of the most gratify- 
ing things that could possibly befall us, and we shall stand ready 
to hail its consummation as the crowning glory of our local school 
system. 

Through the generosity of our citizen voters we have now 
completed an imposing and substantial four-room building, ele- 
gant in all its appointments, convenient in arrangement, and con- 
structed with especial view to the purest sanitary conditions. 

It will be opened for general inspection at our annual school 
meeting and it is to be hoped that the occasion will be honored 
by a large attendance of both sexes. 


APPROPRIATIONS 


We approach this topic tremblingly lest we should give the 
impression in intimating that more money may be needed, that 
the people of the district are to be grievously tax ridden, but a 
moment’s reflection will remove the fear when it is remembered 
that notwithstanding our outlay for the new building and more 
school than we have had for two years at least, our tax was re- 
duced from $2.25 to $1.90 per hundred and yet no other depart- 
ment has suffered. In conducting our schools in the future it is 
possible that the exnense may increase to a slight degree whilethe 
increased value of our schools will doubtless far more than keep 
pace with this increased expense. 

We usually get what we are willing to pay for, and this 
maxim finds no exception when applied to schools. Negatively 
stated, those towns do not take high educational rank who employ 
cheap teachers and conduct their school exercises in shabby and 
uninteresting apartments. The stream rarely rises higher than 
the fountain, nor do scholars usually partake of a higher degree 
of morality or intellect than they find in their instructor or is 
stimulated and promoted by their general: surroundings. Beyond 
these circumstances their destiny as scholars is largely in their 
own hands. Whittier says on this point, 


‘‘We shape ourselves the joy or fear 
Of which the coming life is made, 
And fill our future’s atmosphere 
With sunshine or with shade.” 


LY 
TEACHERS. 


In the selection and continuance of teachers the Board have 
made it the rule not to change more frequently than absolute ne- 
cessity compelled, believing that a large percentage of school 
money may be wasted in frequent changes for the purpose of 
catering to the occasional prejudice of some party who may have 
a real or an imaginary cause of complaint. With our knowledge 
of human nature as found in schools we are of the opinion that 
teachers are (in matters of discipline especially) liable to be right 
in ninety-nine cases in each hundred and occasionally in the odd 
case. People ought to have confidence in their children, but that 
confidence may in many cases be withheld till the teacher has 
been heard in regard to the matter. | 

Parents should respect and highly regard teachers as being 
engaged in one of the most noble of the professions and of re- 
lieving them of one of the most sacred obligations of life, the de- 
velopment of the immortal mind. They should deal kindly with 
and encourage them on all occasions even if their own children 
are sometimes the victims of a ‘tmisplaced switch.” 

Without instituting comparisons, which are usually odious, 
and without individual criticism, which is sometimes unjust and 
possibly unkind, we can say that as a rule the work performed by 
our corps of teachers has been of a satisfactory character and the 
results eminently pleasing. Many of them displayed rare native 
talent for the occupation they have chosen, which essential 
feature, supplemented by thorough intellectual training, could 
not fail to produce good and lasting impressions upon the schools 
under their charge. 


ATTENDANCE. 


One of the features most to be deprecated in our community 
is the evil of non-attendance. Reasons are few which keep chil- 
dren between the ages of eight and fourteen years away from 
school. Something is wrong when children enough to fill a 
room are found playing on the streets during ordivary school 
hours. ‘There are many children in town between the ages 
named who can vot read their own names if handed to them on a 
piece of paper. ‘The fault rests somewhere and should be rem- 
edied at once. Schools are provided for all and it seems to the 
Board that parents ought to feel interest euvough to take advan- 
tage of the privileges given without the aid of a truant officer or 
detective. Many of them, however, seem to be more desirous of 
coining their children’s lives into dollars and cents than of reap- 
ing the golden grain of knowledge. Doubtless, however, in some 
cases, poverty, rather than any other circumstance, prevents the 
regular attendance. 
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There is another class of uon-attendants who absent them- 
selves with a degree of regularity that would be commendable if 
it were only reversed, that is, if they went to school when they 
are out aud were out when they are in. To this class of pupils 
we will only say that it requires a fine type of intellect to keep 
abreast of an active class of pupils and at the same time take two 
or three holidays per week, while to the parents of such pupils we 
would suggest to be very chary of criticisms of school or teacher 
while these facts remain the rule. 


WRITTEN EXAMINATIONS. 


Much discussion has occurred of late in various localities rel- 
ative to the value of written examinations as a test for promotion. 

While we would not recommend an examination of such a 
character as to unstring the nerves of sensitive pupils we cannot 
help believing that it is one of the surest tests of general scholar- 
ship that can be made, when conducted carefully by sensible and 
apt teachers. 

By virtue of these written ranking tests the parents are able 
to ascertain very accurately whether pupils are making a careful 
use of their time, and the pupils themselves are furnished with an 
incentive to be careful and thorough students. Incidentally there 
are other advantages which we deem to be cf great value to the 
pupil and which facilitate the promotions necessarily made at the 
end of each school year. 


HIGH SCHOOL. 


A partial classification of the High School has been made 
during the year, arranging for a more extended list of studies 
with a view ultimately to have an elective system consisting of an 
Knglish and a Classical course. Arrangement has been made for 
the first and second year of the course and will follow on iv time 
to the full course. for a successful school of this grade it will re- 
quire a principal aud one assistant permanently, and witha 
slightly increased expense we can soon have a course of study and 
a grade of scholarship which will be highly creditable and valua- 
ble, enabling us to give pupils a good business training and also 
to prepare those contemplating a profession. 

To perfect a good High school will require both time and 
money, united with constant care, watchfulness and careful super- 
vision, but when once attained it will be well worth any outlay 
required. 

A feature which ought to be gratifying is the fact that it is 
not designed for the village alone but that the pupils from all 
parts of the town will be entitled to its benefits. 
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FREE TEXT BOOKS. 


Under the law recently enacted, all text books will hereafter 
be furnished by the town, thereby reducing the expense to a great 
extent. The books will be furnished by the publishers at first 
cost, saviog all profits of dealers, and as the same books will be 
used by several classes instead of by one as formerly, a saving 
will be made in this direction. The same laws exist relative to 
changes after first introduction as before, so that no more fre- 
quent changes will occur. An appropriation will be necessary 
for the first year, after which the expense will be merely nominal. 

Under the law any pupil who desires can purchase books of 
their own aud have exclusive control of themas formerly. Books 
owned by the district will be charged to the pupils using them, 
and must be returned in good order aside from ordinary wear. 
There cau be no doubt not only that the arrangement will be econ- 
omical but also highly satisfactory to all concerned. 


SUMMARY. 


The Board is of the opinion that during the last school year 
the condition of the schools has suffered no retrograde, and that 
as good a measure of improvement has been made as could be 
reasonably expected. It has been the constant aim to establish 
the principle that the schools are under the management of the 
school board and the teachers, and the sooner this comes to be 
the recognized fact the better it will be for all concerned. Oc- 
casional inquiries have beea made regarding changes which cer- 
tain parties deemed proper to be made in the corps of teachers, 
but the board has been actuated to no change which did not seem 
wise when based on broader grounds than personal prejudice. 

Few cases of corporal punishment have occurred, which is a 
step in the right direction. Isolated cases may sometimes ap- 
pear in which this method of control may be proper and allowa- 
ble, but as a general rule other means may be adopted with quite 
as good results. 

A good school should always be in the condition that the pu- 
pils can leave at the close of each session with the feeling that it 
will be pleasant to return, and the closest friendship should al- 
ways exist between teacher and pupils. Such a state of things 
will not naturally ensue in those schools where the application of 
the rod is the rule rather than the exception. 

We should disregard the promptings of duty if we did not al- 
lude specially to the fluctuating character of the school at Dow- 
boro. While it may be all right in other respects, the fact of its 
irregularity of attendance can not fail to result disastrously in the 
end, and it must fall below the standard when compared with 
other schools. We speak of this evil, not with reference to this 
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year alone but for several years past, when the school has started 
off with a good roll of pupils at the beginning of the term and 
Jater on has petered out like a western road, which goes from the 
highway into a squirrel track and finally up a tree. We sincere- 
ly trust that in the future the scholars in this district will be 
compelled by parental influence to attend with scrupulous regu- 
larity all the schooi sessions provided by the town, even if it re- 
quires the necessity of administering to them a little of that treat- 
ment called ‘‘the laying on of hands.”’ 

In conclusion let us express the hope that our educational 
prosperity in the coming year may be in proportion to our in- 
creased liberality shown in our appropriation for a new building 
and in other directions. 

Let us approach the consideration of all matters relating to 
schools moved by the single virtuous purpose of accomplishing the 
greatest possible good to those whose interests are to be affected 
by our action. 

It is quite time that all personal considerations and private 
jealousies should sink everlastingly out of sight and that we unite 
at least upon this ove question of public education. 


F. E. RANDALL, 
For the School Board. 
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